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,c  I  jt t  I  t  ;  p  A  .T.J 

The  undorsigned  Charles  JOXGET13L,  first  Lieutenant  R.N.Z.A, ,  head  of 
the  War  Crimes  Section  of  yiETFERLAliDS  FORCES  INTELLIGENCE  SERVICE  (NEFIS) 
being  first  duly  sworn  on  oath  deposes  and  states  that  the  annexod 
roport  is  an  English  translation  of  the  original  Dutch  document,  entitled: 

'  Report  of  Examination  of  Witness  drawn  up  by  J.  G.  Benders, 
Captain  T.S.D.  K.F.I.L.,  on  the  21st  day  of  February  1946 
containing  a  sworn  statement  of  A.  van  Blommenstein,  Home- 
guard  Sergeant  78605.  No.  12C7/R 


which  oocunfent  is  a  part  of  the  official  records  of  the  Nefis. 

Signature: 

Batavia  7th  June  1946. 


(  ) 

/s/(  Ch.  Jongeneel  ) 

(SEAL  ) 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  beforo  mo,  E.A.  do  Voerd,  First  Lieutenant 
R.N.I.A.,  Higher  official  attached  to  the  Office  of  the  Attorney  - 
General  II. 2.1. 

IbI  K.  A.  de  Weord 


/ 
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HAKE 

BORE 

BANK 

number 

Detail 

CIVIL  PROFESSION 
Present  Rosidoncc 
Future  Addroes 


:  "A.  van  BLOMKESTEIN" 

:  SITOEARDJO,  January  31«t  1906, 
t  Hecoguard  Sergeant . 

:  78605 

:  Local  Engineers 
:  Plnntor 

t  CHATGI-Jail  SINGAPORE 
j  Unknown,  In  HOLLAND 


Witness  is  informed  of  the  subject  of  the  interrogation.  Witness,  duly 
sworn,  ansvors  the  questions  asked  him,  ns  follows. 

1.  Were  you  made  n  POW  or  internod  in  a  civil  internment  camp?  Made  a  POW. 

2.  By  whom  were  you  made  a  POW  or  interned?  By  the  Japanese  author it lei 


3.  Whon  and  where  was  this  done? 


BANDGEl'Q,  April  26th  1942. 


4.  In  which  POW  camps  or  internment  camps  wore  you,  how  long  wore  you 
thoro;  mention  the  periods.  April  16th,  1942  -  about  June  1942 
15th  Battn.  BANDOENG  June  1942  -  early  in  October  1942  4/9  Battn. 
TJIMAHI.  Early  October  1942  -  end  October  1942  GLODOK,  EATAVIA. 

End  October  1942  -  transported  to  RANGOON  by  "TOKAMA  MAEU" .  Imprisoned 
till  first  days  of  December  1942,  transported  to  MOULMDI.-i ,  in  Jail 
till  mid  Docomber  1942.  Transported  to  work-camp  RETPU  (Canqp  30) 

from  Decomber  1942  till  early  March  1943  in  RETPU  early  March  1943  - 
Juno  1943  hospital  camp  TAKMIO-BAJA  from  June  1943  camp  18  about  10 
davs,  then  back  to  HETPU  (Camp  30)  till  August  1943,  thon  Camp  1C8 
till  December  1943,  then  CAP3URY  till  November  1944,  then 
transferred  to  TAMAP.KA1*  till  January  1945,  then  HAJEI-TUi'G  till 
mid-March  1945,  then  TCEX50KG  until  surrender. 

5.  Can  you  give  information  about  atrocities  inflicted  on  yourself 
or  did  you  witness  atrocities  being  inflicted  on  others? 

On  board  the  "TAKAHA  HAHU" . 

Countless  people  wore  crammed  in  the  holds,  I  cannot  state  tho 
exact  number;  each  of  us  had  3/4  m2  space  for  himself  and  his 
luggage.  This  transport  took  about  25  days  (wo  were  in  the  roads 
of  SINGAPORE  for  three  days  without  being  permitted  to  leave  the 
ship).  At  PENANG  3  or  4  boys  tried  to  escape,  the  2  last  escapees 
wore  caught;  one  of  them  was  called  "PROhH*  (probably  a  Naval  man) , 
other  names  I  do  not  remember.  They  were  almost  boaton  to  death  on 
deck  by  the  Japanese  guard.  I  was  in  the  nold,  so  I  could  not 
witness  tho  sceno.  Everybody  was  awakened.  We  heard  the  hits  and 
kicks,  the  screams  and  groans  of  the  victims.  It  was  horrible. 

In  the  morning  I  saw  two  of  them;  they  looked  a  porfect  eight:  ^ 

1  their 
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their  eves  and  lipa  could  not  be  distinguished.  They  were  tied  on 
deck  and  were  kept  in  thie  position  for  about  one  week  (some  food  was 
suoplied  to  them  and  they  were  permitted  to  go  to  the  toilote, 
or  walk  was  next  to  impossible  to  them).  "PRONX"  died  as  the  result  of 
the  maltreatments  in  jail  at  RANGOON:  the  other  survived.  The  transport 
was  terrible.  A  heavy  dysentery  broke  out,  as  a  resuit  of  the  bad 
treatment.  Vfe  hardly  got  any  medicine. u  The  excreta  of  ,l0~  "  . 
were  lying  on  the  hatches,  seeped  down  to  where  we  sat  eating. .  A  ®  ‘ 

every  day  a  corpse  was  buried  at  sea.  The  Dutch  doctors  did  th 
utmost  but  were  powerless  because  they  had  no  medicines  e  c. 
doctors  was,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  Dr.  "RBELILX-KAMP  . 

How  was  the  name  or  nickname  of  the  person  who  inflicted  the 
atrocities  mentioned  by  you  and  can  you  give  his  description? 


Do  you  know  other  witnesses  of  these  atrocitiosT 
Can  you  give  further  particulars  of  importance  to  the  investigation! 


Sworn  before  me: 


"J.G,  BENDERS",  Captain  F.S.D.  K.H.I.L., 
ON  THIS  TWE.TYTIRST  DAY  OF  FEBRUARY 
NINETEEN  HUNDRED  AND  FORTYSIX. 


Detailed  to  examine  the  above  by  the  Commander- in-Chie*.  Allied  Land 
Forces,  South  East  Asia. 


Translated  by  Section  V.  6/6  '46 

/b/  ATL  (6) 


NETHERLANDS  EAST  INDIES 
CITY  OF  BATAVIA. 


KABIA,  F.  E.  KERSTEHS  being  first  duly  sworn  on  oeth  deposes  and  states 
that  she  is  an  interpreter  duly  assigned  to  NTL.5ZRLAi.Do  .OR  ~  * 

G2NCE  SERVICE  and  that  she  duly  translated  the  annexed  document, 

entitled: 


Report  drawn  up  by  J.  G.  Benders,  Captain  T.S.D.  R.h.I.A. 
on  the  21st  day  of  February  1946,  containing  a  sworn  state 
ment  of  A.  van  Blommestein,  Homeguard  Sergeant  78605,  born 
at  Sitoeardjo  on  January  31et.  1905. 


from  the  original  Dutch  into  the  English  language,  and  that  the  annexed 
English  version  is  a  full,  true,  complete  and  accurate  translation 
of  the  original. 

Signature 

/*/  M.P.E.  Kerstens 

Subscribed  and  svrom  to  before  me  this  da''  of  June  7th.  1946. 


K. 

to 


A.  de  WEERD,  first  Lieutenant  R.1T.I.A 
the  office  of  the  Attorney  -  General 


. ,  Higher  official  attached 
N.E.I.  /e/  K.  A.  de  Veerd 
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